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Technology Showcase and 
Test Drive in Hays on 

January 25th 

Join Smoky Hill Education Service 
Center and Kansas City Audio-Visual 
from 11:00 AM—1:00 PM on 
Thursday, January 25th for a 
Technology Showcase and Test Drive. 
See the latest technology from a 
variety of manufacturers, ask 
questions and try out different 
products, and find solutions for your 
classroom or school.This is a FREE 
event, but registration is required so 
we can get an accurate count for 
lunch. Register today by calling  
785-825-9185 emailing 
register@smokyhill.org or online at 
www.smokyhill.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Nick Yoder &  
Social-Emotional Learning  

& Assessment on 
February 13th 

 
Join Nick Yoder on February 13, 2018 
in Salina as he addresses Social-
Emotional Learning in the Classroom 
and Assessment. Nick is a senior 
technical assistance consultant for the 
American Institutes for Research. 
Along with providing technical 
assistance to states, districts and 
schools, Dr. Yoder helps conduct 
program evaluations for SEL 
programs. He is currently working on 
a schoolwide SEL intervention called 
Schoolkit that focuses on the 
implementation of a classroom-based 
SEL program in Chicago Public 
Schools.  
Dr. Yoder will conduct two half-day 
sessions. The morning session will 
focus on Social-Emotional Learning in 
the Classroom. Participants will 
develop a deeper understanding about 
what social-emotional learning is, the 
research behind SEL, and the core 
competencies as defined in the Kansas 
SECD standards. Teaching practices 
that support student SEL development 
and tools and resources available to 
help teachers reflect on their own SEL 
competencies will also be addressed.  
The afternoon session will focus on 
Assessing Social-Emotional Learning 
including ways to embed SEL within a 
cycle of continuous improvement and 
including ways participants can use 
their current data systems and 
processes. Participants will also 
evaluate formal and informal 
processes for understanding current 
SEL efforts as well as review evidence 
from a recent evaluation of district-
wide efforts. 

 
 

 

 

SERVICES 
Smoky Hill Adventure 

Program 
When Commissioner Dr. Randy Watson asked 
“What are the skills, attributes, and 
characteristics of a successful 24-year-old 
Kansan?” at the community conversations in 
2015, overwhelmingly participants answered 
non-academic skills. Those non-academic skills 
included effective communication, teamwork, 
strong work-ethic, perseverance, self-discipline, 
and critical thinking.  These skills identified as 
so essential that schools will now be responsible 
for measuring Social-Emotional Growth locally. 
Because of this it is imperative that we give 
students as many opportunities as possible to get 
hands-on experience developing, struggling 
with, and reflecting upon these skills.  
The Smoky Hill Adventure Program provides a 
perfect opportunity for individuals to practice 
and grow these skills through experiential 
learning. Experiential Learning is a philosophy 
and methodology in which educators 
purposefully engage with learners in direct 
experience and focused reflection in order to 
increase knowledge, develop skills, and clarify 
values.  
The program allows participants to be 
physically involved in a series of individual and 
group intellectual and physical challenges that 
support and enhance Social, Emotional, and 
Character Development skills as well as the 
Habits of the Mind. The challenges require a 
combination of teamwork skills, individual 
commitment, problem solving, goal setting, and 
emotional risk-taking. The program is designed 
around the Experiential Learning Cycle: 
Experience, Reflection, Generalization, and 
Application, as well as the following character 
traits: Responsibility, Respect, Trust & 
Commitment, Caring, and Encouragement.  
Our program has a high and low ropes course 
located on the Fort Hays State University 
campus as well as portable adventure equipment 
that can be brought to a location. The high and 
low ropes course is available for 5th through 12th 
grade students, as well as staffs, sports teams, 
youth groups, community groups, and corporate 
groups. The portable equipment program can be 
designed for all age levels and groups. Both the 
ropes course and the portable program have 
accessible elements for individuals with 
disabilities.  
This is an excellent opportunity for you and 
your group to experience something engaging, 
encouraging, constructive, and extremely 
educational. For more information on the 
Smoky Hill Adventure Program contact Noalee 
McDonald-Augustine at (785) 621-4414 or 
nmcdonald@smokyhill.org 
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OPPORTUNITIES 

Kansas State Schools of 
Character Recognition 

Program 

Calling all schools who are doing great 
things with social, emotional and character 
development.  We want to recognize your 
efforts and share your success with other 
schools around the state.  Each year, as 
part of the Kansas State School of 
Character Recognition program, the 
Kansas State Department of Education, 
KScharacter.org and Character.org 
recognize schools in Kansas that are 
implementing programs and practices to 
increase character development and social-
emotional learning.  Recognition 
applications include State School of 
Character, Promising Practices, Shifting 
School Culture, and Enhanced Spotlight.  
Schools selected for any of these 
recognitions will be honored at our annual 
Kansas Schools of Character Recognition 
Ceremony.  The State School of Character 
application process is done completely 
online through the Character.org website.  
The application process is one of self-
reflection, documentation and feedback, 
and is an extensive and deliberate process 
that evaluates where a school is at putting 
the 11 Principles of Effective Character 
Education into practice.  The best 
applicant(s) advance to the national level 
for review as National Schools of 
Character.  The application deadline was 
December 8, 2017, so those of you who 
are interested and did not already apply 
will need to start the process for next year.  
State School of Character has an 
application fee of $250 payable to 
Character.org.   The Promising Practices 
Recognition application process is also 
completely online through the 
Character.org website and is for schools or 
districts that have developed and 
successfully implemented a unique 
character practice.  Promising Practices put 
one or more of the 11 Principles into 
action.  The application deadline is 
February 16, 2018 and has an application 
fee of $100 payable to Character.org.       
The Shifting School Culture Recognition 
is for schools that have developed and 
implemented an SECD initiative or 
program for at least one year and are 
transforming the school culture as well as 
growing student SECD skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
These initiatives or programs must support 
at least one of the SECD Standards strands 
(Character Development, Personal 
Development, or Social Development) and  
the KESA 5R’s (Responsive Culture, 
Relationships, Relevance, Rigor, or 
Results).  This may not be the same 
application as a Promising Practice or 
Enhanced Spotlight.   
The Enhanced Spotlight Recognition is for 
schools that are implementing new 
initiatives or are enhancing existing 
initiatives that will strengthen the SECD 
skills in their students and school climate.  
Initiatives must support at least one of the 
SECD Standards strands and support one 
or more of the KESA 5R’s.  This may not 
be the same application as a Promising 
Practice or Shifting School Culture.     
Go to www.KScharacter.org for 
applications for both the Shifting School 
Culture and Enhanced Spotlight 
Recognition.  These applications are due 
March 16, 2018 and can be uploaded at the 
site or emailed to Noalee McDonald-
Augustine at nmcdonald@smokyhill.org.  
The Shifting School Culture Recognition 
application has a fee for submitting of $25 
and the Enhanced Spotlight Recognition 
application has a fee for submitting of $10.  
Both of these fees are payable to 
Kscharacter.org.   
Recognized school teams will be invited to 
participate in the Kansas School of 
Character Recognition Ceremony on 
Thursday, May 3, 2018 at the Brown v. 
Board of Education Historical Site in 
Topeka.  The ceremony starts at 9:30 a.m. 
with presentations starting at 10:00 a.m. 
and the afternoon workshop session 
beginning at 1:00 p.m.  
The Kansas School of Character 
Recognition Program is sponsored by the 
Kansas State Department of Education, 
Character.org, KScharacter.org and the 
Brown v. Board of Education Historical 
Site. For more information, contact 
Noalee McDonald-
Augustine nmcdonald@smokyhill.org  
or Kent Reed, kreed@ksde.org 
 
 

 

UPCOMING 
WORKSHOPS 

1/10/18 
Annual PDC Training, Hays 
 
1/11/18 & 2/27/18 
CHAMPS, Hays 
 
1/12/18 & 2/28/18 
CHAMPS, Salina 
 
1/16/18 
LETRS Mod 1: The Challenge of Learning to 
Read, Salina 
 
1/17/18 
LETRS Mod 1: The Challenge of Learning to 
Read, Hays 
 
1/18/18 & 3/28/18 
Discipline in the Secondary Classroom, Salina 
 
1/22/18 
Creating Personalized Learning the Classroom, 
Salina 
 
1/22/18 
Medic First Aid, Hays 
 
1/23/18 
AAA Driver Improvement, Hays 
 
1/24/18 
Annual PDC Training, Salina 
 
1/24/18 
CIA – Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment, 
Salina 
 
1/24/18 
Understanding Postsecondary Success Data, 
Salina 
 
1/25/18 
AAA Driver Improvement, Salina 
 
1/25/18 
Maximizing Your District Hudl Program for 
Online, Salina 
 
1/25/18 
Technology Cadre, Hays 
 
1/26/18 
Medic First Aid, Salina 
 
1/29/18 
CIA – Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment, 
Hays 
 
1/29/18 
Understanding Postsecondary Success Data, 
Hays 
 
1/30/18 
Classroom Activities for Growth Mindset at the 
MS/HS, Hays 
 
1/31/18 
Classroom Activities for Growth Mindset at the 
MS/HS, Salina 
 
Go to www.smokyhill.org to learn more 
about these workshops and to register.
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Have you registered yet?  

 

 


